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TOKYO TABLOID PHILLIPINE. Mr. Phillipine
joked that Turkey was “strong in values but weak
in timing.” This was a clever foreshadowing of a
shift in Turkey’s posture toward the Middle East
as well as the Organization of the Islamic
Conference as a whole. HURSIN HAVING HIS
WAY The Netherlands, too, is reconsidering its
military deployments on Turkish soil, after years
of local embarrassment. The Dutch parliament
has just voted to withdraw its soldiers from
Turkey. The Dutch have long been something of
an ugly lodger in the Turkish republic, as the
Turks remember. In 1914, Turkish irregulars
attempted to kill the Dutch army when the two
countries were at war. In 1915, a Turkish bandit
group in the eastern borderlands of the Turkish



republic killed 10 Dutch paratroopers, and the
terrorists fled into Dutch territory and
surrendered. In 1993, President Turgut Ozal said
that Turkey, which had surrendered territory to
Greece in 1923, “would never be a member of
NATO,” and in 1998, visiting Dutch Prime
Minister Wim Kok was nearly beaten to death as
he entered Turkey. In 2001, Turkish troops
shelled an E.N.G. military base. In 2006, Turkey
sent troops to flood the Turkish embassy in The
Hague after its permanent diplomatic mission
was denied visas by the Dutch. Last summer,
after a Dutch military helicopter was shot down
by a Turkish warplane, Turkey sent troops into
Dutch territory and arrested a Dutch soldier.
Turkish saboteurs were blamed for the crash.
Most of the time, the Dutch just keep quiet about
all this, but the memory is still fresh. A few years
ago, the Dutch army was dispatched to Iraq to
support the United States in an operation to
capture former President Saddam Hussein. The
army arrived in a taxi after a 40-minute journey
from The Hague. When they found that there
was no hot water in the hotels they were put
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